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THE BISSELI HOUSE

Suf'field, Hartford County,'Connecticut

Owner: Mrs. Annie He Cavansugh
Date of Erection: 1815
Architect: Not Known
Builder: Hot Known
Humber of Stories: Twe and One-half
Materials of Consgtructions  Stone foundation
Frame house clapboarded

Shingled roof
Brick chimneys

Other Existing Records: White Pine Series - Vole. VII No. 8

List of Photographs:
le Wost Elevation (Front)
2+ Entrance Dstail

3¢ Detail - Southwest Reom - lst Floor
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THE BISSELL HOUSE

Suffield, Hartford County, Connecticut

Suffield, Connecticut, might well be csllied the Comnsecti-
cut town with the Massachusetts architectures It is esasily
understendable when one thinks how long this township belenged
to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, snd thet most of its
settlers came from Ipswich, Newbury, etc.

The town 1s well dotted with old houses of distinetion,
one of which is the Bisgsell house., Although not a8 old as
many in Suffield, nevertheless, it is entitled its place in
thig survey to show the particular architecture which was
attempted at this time,

The house bears a date of 1815 which is only an approxi-
mates We sre inclined to believe this, howsver, for a deed
dated 1815 to Harvey Bissell for this lend makes no mention
of ‘this house, and being that he married on Jenuary 23, 1818,

. we assume that the house was built for his brides It shows
e the use of palladium windows which were just becoming popular.
’ It has rusticated quoins, and in earlier times had a large

fromilporehe This porch alone caused the comparisons %o be
made betwsen the Burbaak house and this one, both being of
the same towvm, but the Burbenk being eightv years earlicr.
The builder of the Burbank house fipuring the advantape of a
poreh, scughti double advantspge by putting a second flcor
porch abvove the lower one end thereby created a structure
the sappearance of which waesn't tospleasant from the street.
The Bissell house no laager has its porch, bdut gtill retains
the original features on the interior. It is well preserved
and makes an interesting study smong the better old houses
in Suffield.

o

known to Suffield, having come {rom #Windsor, Connscticut,

where the name was one of vprominencse. ‘The Bissells ares belisved
to have been of Huguenot stocks John Iiszsell, the prosenitor

of the family in America, osme from County Somerse®, Fnglend,
and landed in Plymouth, Massachusebbs, in 1628, iHe becane

one of the settlers of Windscrs In 164849 he received a

grant from the Comnecticut Colony e run a ferrv ascross the
Connectizsut River.

Harvey Blssell, the buildsr, was one of the First Bissells
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Suffield, Hartford County, Comnectlcui

Harvey Bisaell is remembered as a very successful store
keeper of Suffield and the Bissell family has since beexn
regarded as one of prominence in Suffislde Harvey Bissell
.married Arabelle Leavitt whose family nsme seems sgually as
important in the ennals of thils town.

The present owner is Mrs. Amnie H. Cavanaugh who is

being very successful in keeping this house on its proper
vlane of prestige.

Sources of informstion: White Pine Series - Vol VII Hoe 6
Gensologies of 0ld Windsor, '
Conversation with Residents.
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